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INTRODUCTION

• Motivation based on personal experiences

• The following factors need to be taken into 

account:

– The question of continual assessments

– Stability quotient 

– Fairness and bias

– Various backgrounds of learners
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Primary research question:

• What are teacher’s views towards assessment in 

Grade R?

Secondary research questions:

• Is assessment necessary in Grade R?

• To what extent should Grade R learners be 

assessed?
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Literature review

• Explanation of assessments:

– To provide teachers with knowledge

– Multiple types of assessments

• Assessments in the early grades:

– All grades are assessed to progress to the 

next grade

– Young learners (4-6 years) are assessed to 

match them with appropriate curricula

– Teachers tend to question the workload and 

pressures associated with assessments
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THEORETICAL/CONCEPTUAL 

FRAMEWORK

• In this study Bronfenbrenner’s ecological 

systems theory is used.

• This model explain direct and indirect influences 

on a child’s life.

• The environments comprise of:

• Microsystem 

• Macrosystem

• Exosystem

• Mesosystem

• Chronosystem
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

• Research design: 

• Descriptive research design

• Research paradigm: 

• Qualitative research 

• Sampling: 

• Convenience sampling
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

• Data collection method: 

• Semi- structured interviews

• Data analysis method:

• Inductive data analysis

– Transcriptions

– Coding

– Themes
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RESEARCH FINDINGS
Five themes emerged from the research and 

collected data, as discussed below:

• Theme 1: Knowledge and understanding of 

assessments in the early grades

– Common ideas:

• Used to gauge whether learners’ 

development corresponds with their age

• If learning was successful

• Determine what learners have achieved or 

not

8



RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

• Theme 2: The purpose of assessments in the 

early grades

– Named purposes include:

• What the child knows

• Measurement of child’s development and 

teacher success

• Baseline assessments: current level of 

development

• In order for assessments to be successful 

teachers need to understand outcomes
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

• Theme 3: Overview of time spent on assessments
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

• Theme 4: Challenges faced by teachers with 

regards to assessments

– Time challenges with regards to

• Assessment

• Teaching content

– Learner performance under stress

• Teachers’ statements align with literature that 

formative assessments are time-consuming

• Assessments should be well designed and 

effectively implemented
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

• Theme 5: Possible strategies to overcome 

challenges with assessments

– Different responses from teachers

• Master concept before new content is 

taught

• Continuous peer assessment

• Assessments should be minimal

• Concrete and practical assessment

• Teachers need to be aware of which types of 

assessments are beneficial in which situations
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

Purpose of study to gain understanding of teachers’ 

views towards assessments

• Teachers had clear understanding of 

assessment purposes

• Majority of interviewed teachers indicated that 

their most common challenge is the lack of 

available time

• Teachers were enthusiastic about finding 

solutions for their challenges
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE
Research questions answered:

• Is assessment necessary in Grade R: 

– Assessments are necessary in Grade R

– They provide valuable information

• To what extent should Grade R learners be 

assessed?

– Interviewed teachers agreed that 

assessments are performed for a variety of 

reasons

– Laying a proper foundation is of utmost 

importance
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

This leads to the primary research question:

• What are teachers’ views towards assessments 

in Grade R?

– Teachers have a broad knowledge of 

assessments

– Starting point of teaching

– Used to determine current levels of 

development

– Assessments often consume valuable 

teaching time
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CONCLUSION & 

RECOMMENDATIONS

• To overcome challenging time restrictions 

teachers need to gain experience and 

knowledge about curricula

• Teachers need to receive but also provide 

support

• Teachers need to be well informed about 

assessments methods and their suitability
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Thank you
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