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INTRODUCTION

• Inclusive Education:

 is a basic human right

not a choice for teachers

• Focus of previous studies     Learner Support not 

Teacher Support

• Role of Teacher – Very Important

• Relationship between teacher and learner –

important for academic and social development

• Purpose of this study: To strengthen teacher 

knowledge and understanding to support hearing 

impairment among early grade learners. 
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

PRIMARY RESEARCH QUESTION

How can teacher knowledge and understanding be 

strengthened to support learners who experience 

hearing impairment?

SECONDARY RESEARCH QUESTIONS

 What challenges do teachers experience in 

teaching learners who experience hearing 

impairment?

 What, if any, resources are available to help 

teachers support learners with hearing impairment?
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Literature review

• Under-represented and under-supported (Watson, 

2019)

• Inclusion (Bornman & Rose, 2017)

• Change the hearts and minds of teachers 
(Wildeman & Nomdo, 2007)

• Insufficient knowledge and resources 
(Mapolisa &Tshabalala, 2013)

• Gaps need to be filled (Mapolisa & Tshabalala, 2013)

• Curriculum (UNESCO, 1998)

• Impact (Reading Rockets, n.d.)
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Bronfenbrenner’s Bio-ecological Model:

- Teacher – centre of model

- Environment – reflected in model

• Research questions can be answered 

• Help with interpreting results.

• Critically evaluate: 

• Aligns best with my personal views and opinions.

• Allows to make sense of both teachers’ and 

learners’ experiences. 
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 theoretical assumptions  connect knowledge

 address questions  limit generalizations



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

• Research design

 Qualitative Research Design

 Case Study Interviews

• Research paradigm

 Constructivist paradigm

• Sampling 

 Purposeful sampling

• Data collection method

 Structured (recorded) interviews

• Data analysis method

 Interview      Transcribe       Report
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RESEARCH FINDINGS

• 5 Main themes:

 Impact of Hearing Impairment on Leaners

 Learner Support

 Challenges Teachers Experience

 Lack of Resources

 Teacher Training

• Purpose of study? To strengthen teacher 

knowledge and understanding to support hearing 

impairment among early grade learners
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

• Teachers have insufficient knowledge.

• Teachers are not specialist on impairments.

• Teaching learners with impairments are not 

sufficiently covered during teaching degrees. 

• No real support from government or schools for 

teachers and learners. 

• Big need to support and empower teachers to 

expand their knowledge. 
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

Primary Research Question:
How can teacher knowledge and understanding be 

strengthened to support hearing impairment among early grade 

learners?

• Teaching hearing impaired learners should form 

part of teaching degree. 

• Teachers need ongoing support. 

• Government, schools, private institutions and 

universities must provide more in-depth training.

• Teamwork  and intervention between role 

players is important to achieve the best possible 

outcome.  
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

Secondary Research Questions

1. What challenges do teachers experience in teaching 

learners who experience hearing impairment?

• Teachers experience many challenges

• These challenges include:

Lack of support

Large class sizes

Achieving the right balance

Challenges with support aids and materials 

• Teachers need support through teacher training
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Secondary Research Questions
2. What, if any, resources are available to help teachers 

support learners with hearing impairment?

• Very few resources available.

• Schools do not have the necessary 

resources/devices.

• Resources are expensive – schools/parents 

does not have the necessary funds.

• If the resources are available – it does not 

always work. 

• Therapists and parents – important resources
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE



RECOMMENDATIONS

For this study:

• Teaching hearing impaired learners should form 

part of teaching degree. 

• More ongoing support for teachers. 

• More in-depth training, talks, courses, etc.

• Generate funding to access necessary resources.

• Approach speech therapists and audiologists to 

provide additional support for teachers

• Courses in teaching learners with impairments 

should be mandatory. 
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For future study:

• Conduct the study on a larger scale.

• Conduct the study over a longer period of time. 

• Consult a variety of specialists on the efforts to 

strengthen teacher knowledge and 

understanding to support hearing impairment 

among early grade learners. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONTINUE



CONCLUSION

• Pressing need to assist teachers.

• Skills for teaching learners with hearing impairment 

must form a crucial part of teaching degree.

• Teachers need ongoing support.

• In-depth training specific to hearing impairment should 

be provided.

• Teachers must be sufficiently equipped to successfully 

support hearing impaired learners. 
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Thank you! 
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