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INTRODUCTION

• The seven sensory systems

 Sight, Hearing, Smell, Taste, Touch, Vestibular system

and Proprioception (special awareness)work together to

help the child to form a complete understanding of who

they are, where they are and what is happening around

them (Biel & Peske, 2009, pp. 12-13).

• A child uses all seven sensory systems to explore and

learn new concepts in their environment (Bornman &

Rose, 2017, p. 217).

• The brain uses all the information gathered by the seven

senses to make meaning of sensory experiences (Biel &

Peske, 2009, pp. 12-13).
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• Primary research question

• How can the layout of the learning environment promote

sensory play learning within the Grade R classroom?

• Secondary research questions

• What are in-service teachers’ understanding of the concepts

‘the physical learning environment’ and ‘sensory play

learning’?

• What are in-service teachers’ understanding of the

relationship between the physical learning environment and

sensory play learning?

• How do in-service teachers implement sensory play learning

opportunities in the physical Grade R classroom?
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Literature review

• Learning environment

 Context in which learning is intended to occur (Human-

Vogel & Loots, 2016, p. 8).

• Sensory play learning and sensory resources

 Directly influence each other

• Sensory play areas

 Flexible and subject to change

• Teacher awareness

 Responsibility

 Academically focused
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THEORETICAL/CONCEPTUAL 

FRAMEWORK
• Cognitive developmental theory

 Piaget

 Four developmental stages:

1. Sensorimotor

2. Preoperational

3. Concrete operational

4. Formal operational

• Sensory integration theory

 Ayres

 Brain is a sensory processing machine

 Both: Importance of learning through sensory development
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

• Research design

 Qualitative research design

• Research paradigm

 Interpretivist paradigm intertwined with constructivism

• Sampling

 Non-probability strategy

• Data collection method

 Semi-structured interviews

• Data analysis method

 Inductive reasoning
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RESEARCH FINDINGS

• Learning environment

 Consist of specific characteristics

 Stimuli

 Daily routine

 Safe haven

 Classroom rules

 Curriculum

 Can be within and outside the classroom.

 Free play area outside

 Specific areas within the classroom
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE
• Sensory play learning

 The participants where or great understanding of types of

play

 Purposeful play

 Free play

 Structured play

• Sensory resources

 Underpins everything

 Flour

 Saving cream

 Cubes
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RESEARCH FINDINGS CONTINUE

• Relationship

 Accessibility to resources

 Crucial role in the facilitation of sensory play learning

• Implementation

 Throughout the day

 Daily routine
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CONCLUSION
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RECOMMENDATIONS

• We would strongly advise teachers to attend courses that

enhance sensory play learning knowledge. This would make

teachers more knowledgeable with regard to the seven

senses, two internal and five external senses, and how to

stimulate them in the classroom.

• Training is recommended with regard to sensory resources,

both open-ended and educational, and how the classroom

layout can enhance teaching quality and excitement in the

field of sensory play learning.

• We recommend that Grade R teachers attend more

workshops focused on the Grade R learner and their holistic

development. This will result in the teachers becoming more

confident in their profession and contribute to the learners’

school readiness.
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